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Definition and Scope

Double cuttering may be viewed as an extension of the classification number in that the subject aspect of a work is emphasized by assigning the primary cutter letter and number to a topical heading (including a personal name) rather than the work’s main entry. The cutter used for the subject is then followed by an abbreviated cutter for the main entry author or title.  For example, a critical work discussing Beethoven’s symphonies would be cuttered first to the cutter letter/number for Beethoven, then to an abbreviated cutter for the main entry (e.g., B393S6, which combines the cutter for Beethoven with a shortened cutter for main entry author Soloman).  The rationale for double cuttering is to facilitate access to all the works dealing with the same subject matter within a particular classification.

Instructions for creating double cutters may be found in separate procedures. The purpose of this memo is to describe the subject areas of materials to which DPL presently applies double cuttering practice.   

Current Double Cuttering Categories

Double cuttering practice (i.e., cuttering first to the subject of work, then to the main entry) should be followed for the following categories of items. The cuttering form and type of classification used for each area is given in parentheses.

· Biography of a person (cutter to the 6XX form of the person’s name; B classification) Note: An autobiography, which also uses B classification, is not double cuttered since the author and subject are the same person, so standard main entry-title cuttering is applied.

· Family history or genealogy of a named family (cutter to the 6XX form of the family’s name; Dewey classification 929.2)

· Critical or interpretive work dealing with a person’s contributions to the fine arts, literature, music, or performing arts; the main emphasis of the work is not biographical (cutter to the 6XX form of person’s name; Dewey classification)

· Non-biographical work dealing with a person’s individual influence, contributions, correspondence, etc. related to a particular field or endeavor; included here are philosophers, psychologists, politicians, scientists, religious leaders, etc. (cutter to the 6XX form of person’s name;  Dewey classification)

· History of a named company, corporation, etc. (cutter to the company’s name used in the 6XX entry; Dewey classification)

· History of a named college, university (including its schools), university press, etc. (cutter to the 6XX form of the institution’s name, but not to a university’s individual schools [i.e., assign cutter only for the university as a whole]; Dewey classification)

· Critical and/or historical work on, or a “companion book” to, an individual motion picture, television show, etc.  (cutter to the 6XX form of the film or show’s title; Dewey classification)

· Critical appraisal or history of, or a “companion book” to, a named performing arts group (e.g., rock band, symphony orchestra, etc.) or sports team (cutter to the 6XX form of the group or team’s name; Dewey classification) Caution: Many works on performing groups, especially jazz and rock bands, may be alternatively classed as collective biographies. However, always prefer double cuttering under the assigned Dewey instead of the simplified collective biography class if the work in hand clearly emphasizes the historical, creative, or performing aspects of the group as a whole

· A work on a specifically named make or model of a passenger automobile, racing car, truck, van , or motorcycle (cutter to the make of the vehicle following instructions in “Cuttering Guidelines for National Automotive History Collection” procedure; Dewey classification)

· Works on named Native American (Indian) tribes of North America (cutter to the 6XX form of the name of the tribe, or to the first 6XX tribe if the work deals with two tribes; if work discusses more than two, do not double cutter to any tribe; Dewey classification)

· For subjects not covered above but where you suspect double cuttering is appropriate, check the classification you will be assigning against the shelflist to see if the topic has been previously double cuttered in that exact classification. If so, continue to double cutter in that class number

Special Double Cuttering Category

· Computer programming languages, computer programs, protocols, software, computer makes and models, etc.: Because of the vast proliferation of works on computing topics, it’s no longer possible – or practical – to continue the former practice of double cuttering to specific computer programs, etc., without causing unwieldy problems in shelflisting.  Therefore, the general rule to follow is:

· If the subject was assigned a topical cutter (i.e., the work was double cuttered) in the same Dewey classification being assigned to the item in hand, continue double cuttering using the previously assigned topical cutter

· If in the classification number being assigned to the newly cataloged item no topical cutter was used earlier for the subject, do not assign one now; apply standard main entry cuttering practice  

